Radio Liberty

ARTURO DIAZ DEL REAL, EA3OH

-translated using google translator-

Radio Liberty was not just a great technical accomplishment at the service
of a political project. Those who were professionally involved in it
established relationships of affection with their teams and their
environment that the author revealsin hiswriting.

On Wednesday, May 22, in a spectaculal
way, in just fifteen seconds the
penultimate symbols of the famous Radic
Liberty on Pals beach disappeared: its
imposing antennas. Gone are many year
of that North American idea derived from
the Cold War that spread what freedom it
and especially freedom of the press and
expression to an entire country, where its
citizens lacked true information, since the
media hid it or misrepresented what was : >l =
happening. Not only in the world, but alsc
and above all, in his own country, :

counteracting as much as possible the 3

silences and lies that Soviet broadcastinc

spread in its official broadcasts. In the

same way as in all of Spain -some of us

included- we had to listen to the BBC

broadcasts from London to find out the :

true Spanish news that the Franco regim P il g
hid or falsified.

Those of us who worked From the first day in 1958 (1959), The iron curtain fell. The USSR fell

there practically didnot —in RL they already worked 403nart and the free press gushed intc

know what Radio Liberty - hours a week, with two days off apoic «untries. From that moment RL

V;’]as broad?‘?Sting because;]"fweek, a schedule that in the rest of © 4 fulfil it o
the general ignorance we ha pain would not be reached unt ||n|s e ultiiing IS mission.

of the USSR Ianguages in many years later. The Sa|arie§ircumstances empt|9d the content Of

hich th broadcast, .
\évxégpt fgry thW: ;gwrt?:n;zforswere also exemplary, although ththe task for which RL was created.

who informed us of what wasdifference was decreasing oveTheir agony heroically dragged on for a
interesting. time until in recent years it wasyhjle, out of inertia, to protect jobs

As a company. Radio Libertycomparable  with — _ foreign 4 icylarly top jobs in Washington)
in working conditions was ~companies, especially with Radi(g : '

exemplary. All requirements, Nacional de Espafia, which caugit"d meanwhile the US ~Congress
regulations and labor laws uyp with us and in the 1990d9udgeted less and less, until the merge

were strictly adhered to.  syrpassed us. In this sense, of the two companies. Its cost was

They were more a product ofertain  rivalry  between thelowered, leaving only the essential
free America than of the ’

Vertical Union, with which  \merican heads of RL and thggchnical personnel. The Munich

we had few relations. :/O't‘;le Oél ‘;me“cta (}/%ﬁ) Wats.lktiyheadquarters were moved to Prague
Together with the other radio'©_the detriment o , untii-the

stations in the province, we YOA completely absorbed the roiheaper, and a lot of staff

celebrated the patron saint's Of RL.
day. Saint Gabriel.
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dimissed for not accepting the transfe
Basically and as a main reason tt
original and genuine function for which - ;
it was created has ended. And since ok
had no reason to be, on May 25, 2001,
broadcasts ceased forever. Everythir.
that existed: installations, antenna‘ ;
workshops, machinery, generator sel
spare parts warehouses, laboratorie
offices were the property of the Spanisi:
State. What could Radio Nacional d
with all this valuable and useles
material? A broadcasting center f
Radio Exterior de Espafia? Impossibl
the antennas are very specific, exclusi
for the function for which they wer
designed: either it radiates towards t
former USSR or it does not radiate. T
transmitters? From the old Continental
the most modern General Electric o
Marconi, they are not suitable for being
disassembled and reassembled in
another broadcasting center, it is muatational reserve, museum or school
cheaper to buy new and moderof telecommunications, they were [
equipment and mount it where it ishe antennas, their grandeur and &
needed. Then only the junk dealemagnificence stood in the way of |
remained: and one fine day he camany project. keep themfhpossible,
and destroyed what we technicians haitd conservation is excessively
been taking care of and repairing for sexpensive. Essentially, its design
many years. It is reasonable, yes, brgsulted in a complex architectural
also cause for melancholy. That -nevork based on  exceptional
matter how much he was appreciatedeientific calculations, the most
was ineffective and useless. arduous and complex that the
The buildings and the land remainedscience of telecommunications an@ermany and the other from Barcelong
The politicians came with theirthe laws of mechanics contain. ThBetween the complicated theoretica
projects, some unfeasible, otherheoretical study of this commissiortalculation and the practical construction
hypothetical, all debatable and abowveost 2.5 million dollars in 1948, aparthe result was a model work, admired bot
all those suspected of speculation. Bftom its mechanical realizationby the public in general as even more b
the big brake for any plan, be it urbawhich was carried out by the besthe connoisseurs. To dismantle them,
construction, park assembly companies, one from has taken five years to verify the true

: cost of knocking them down while
respecting the natural environment a
much as possible.
The fabulous speculative developmer
price collides with the great virginal
ecological value of some land where th
original flora has remained intact for 49
years, now disappeared in the rest of Pa
beach. Here is the true nostalgic feeling c
those of us who were RL employees
Cradle of a large number of radio
amateurs who gave rise to the province ¢
Girona, the Radio Club del Baix Empordz
and the Local Delegations of Palafrugel
and Palamos. We still have time to carr
out the project of setting up a School o
Telecommunications with its Museum

li’he author next to the remains of one of the towers. In the background, beach apartment
buildings on the beach: the dream of urban speculators.

The déli cate engl neer |ng Work fi nlshed chopped
up and sold for scrap.

L T e B R e and natural park of botanical studies. Wil
On the ground you can appreuate the flnenessrandnarency of the structure of theit get rid of urban speculation or will it be
towers. defended for a National Park?

18« CQ September 2006



